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A Palestinian filmmaker and produ&:"ef,"bomi‘n Canacja" ':‘ LE Y

in 1990 before returning to her hometown of
Nazareth, Palestine. She curl"ently lives in the#® |
Netherlands. After completing her studie.s incinema,” ~

Khoury engaged in . writing, and %
filmmaking, primarilww?ﬂf "
and cultural themes. . ’ 5
i~
She co-founded "NAWL" a house of creativity, art,
and production. Sabrine has directed and produced #
short films, music videos, commercials, and musical ™
theater, she's always striving to push the boundaries #
of storytelling and visual art.

Her films include short films such as HIBA, which wo
the Jury President's Award at the Early Bi
International Student Film Festival in 2013, a
SANTE, which was featured in international festiva
including Cinemed Montpellier, IFVA Hong Kong
(Special Mention), FIPA France, and more.



Director’'s Statement

| discovered | was pregnant in September 2023.

It was a planned pregnancy, and | was happy and excited about
this new journey; however, that joy was overshadowed by pain
and questions.

My mother-in-law asked me, “Do you feel happy about being
pregnant?” I replied, “How can | feel happiness when I'm sick all
the time? My legs can't hold me up, and even drinking a sip of
water makes me vomit.” She said, “I| know what you mean,
Habibti. When | was pregnant, people insisted on asking

if | was happy. Of course, | said | was, but in reality, | wasn't
because | was sick too. They imposed a particular feeling

on me, but you're honest with your emotions.”

Despite this understanding, | kept my deeper feelings, fears,
and identity crisis to myself. | wondered, “How am | going to
have a baby in a foreign country, far from my culture and
mother tongue?” These doubts weighed heavily on me,
especially when the war in Gaza began. | felt ashamed to
mention my discomfort and “complaints” when people in Gaza
were and stillare enduring unimaginable hardships!

How could | say, "I can't drink water; it makes me nauseous,”

when children and families in Gaza are lackinga drop of water?

How could I say, “My body! hurts “when pr'%nantyvqrh ther
‘were giving birth under dire condit |q'n§_;-r

| cried often but felt ashamed of my tears. | felt
ashamed and heartbroken in the face of the cries
and suffering of the people in Gaza.

| continually questioned my right to feel my own
emotions, fears, and physical pain. Was | entitled
to express my feelings while others were facing
bombings? Killing? Destruction? Starvation?
and Loss?!

This film is born from these intense and
conflicting emotions. It seeks to explore the
complex realities of pregnancy and motherhood
against the backdrop of the war in Gaza while
questioning the legitimacy of my own feelings.

I truly hope to honor the resilience and strength
of women navigating these profound
experiences.




ami Merib

Music by
Maen El Ghoul

Production Company
Nawl Produ‘tions

World Sales
MAD World

Arab Sales and Distribution

MAD Distribution

’

Worldwide sales

WORLL

AMAD SOLUTIONS COMPANY




